
  
----- Original Message -----  
From:  
To:  
Sent: Saturday, October 09, 2010 8:54 AM 
Subject: Let's see, was it Dawkins or Attenborough that taught ants and caterpillars? 

 
THE CATERPILLAR AND THE ANT (Friday Church News Notes, October 8, 2010, 

www.wayoflife.org, fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143 begin_of_the_skype_highlighting              866-

295-4143      end_of_the_skype_highlighting) - The following is from A Closer Look at the Evidence by 

Richard & Tina Kleiss. This daily devotional, which is packed with interesting scientific facts, is available 

in a KJV version from Bethel Print Ministry, www.bethelbaptist.ca. “The female Maculinea arion lays 

eggs one at a time on the buds of the wild thyme plant. In the fall, the caterpillar hatches and feeds on the 

thyme for about three weeks. Then it leaves the plant, never to eat vegetation again. On the ground the 

caterpillar finds a red ant whose colony is near the thyme plant. The ant strokes the caterpillar with its 

antennae, and the caterpillar gives off sweet milk from the tenth segment of its body. The ant drinks this 

for about an hour until the caterpillar suddenly hunches up. The ant then put one leg on each side of the 

tiny caterpillar, picks it up in its jaws, and carries it back to its nest. Once in the nest, the ants enjoy 

drinking the caterpillar’s milk while the caterpillar enjoys eating the baby ants! The following June, while 

still in the ant nest, the caterpillar comes out of its pupa state as an adult butterfly. It squeezes through 

small passages to escape to the surface of the ground, where it flies away to start the same life cycle again. 

Tremendous faith is required to believe that evolution caused this complex and incredible butterfly life 

cycle with its interdependence between different forms of life.” 
 


